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The Nature and Effects of Drunken- 
neſs conſidered ; with an Addreſs to 9 
Tavern-Keepers, to Parents, and 


young People, relating to the Subject, 


1 * 
Two DISCOURSES. 


Delivered at Nartter, the laſt Lord's Day in 
October, 1773. 
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Epiſtle, more han hints at ſeveral of K their « old Fe 
Enormities, enters re peated Cautions a Fe them, 
ole Dutics 


and exhorts them to pee Practice 
which their new Profeſfivi/lall them under pecu- 


liar Obligatfbns to perform. 
the Text, he particularly warns them againſt 


pa 

chnefs 7 4. vice 7 e 

ot Sobriety which i 1285 Deſign of the Ur 5 i 
God, manifeſted in the of Chriſt to teach 
us ; * that extinguiſhes the Light of Reaſon, that 
Candle of the lighted up in eve- 
ry Man's Breaſt, for the Guide and Direction of 
his Practice; that puts Men upon a Level with the 
brute Creatur at leaſt for the Time of their In- 
toxication, and as tõ my tional and religious 
Actions, and places them below them in Point of 
Dignity and” rational: zuenpuſess cle to 
enumerable Evils in this World, and to the juſt 
Vengeance of God in that which 1s to come. 
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on of thoſe tites, whach belong ee 
Nature, and particular hing dilled and He- 
With Wine or in other intoxicating Spi- 
ries 3 let it be yur Fraper an betone, 
| to 2714 1 0 fi Bus qa wid ni 2409 
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erate: Enjoyment e 0 6 
and 5 708 fr for e Preſence and Favor 
both here and her a 8 g 
What is further propoſed at this Time is, Ba 


In the firſt Placept-make x few. Obſeveations 
which! may ſerve to ſhew what is implied in the 
Text. We ſliall then endeavour briefly to ex 
the Nature, and ſet before you 2 the 
Sin of Drunkenneſs. Aer the ſe /patched, 
wei ſhall lay before you ſome e lad. and 125 
nicious Kiels of this great and growing: WU, : 


= of all. ee the whole, by uo GIS 
cular Addrefſes ax may. fairly de. derived from the. 
Subject. 80 then,, 

In the ſirſt place, We are to make a few Obſer- 


vations which may ſerve to ſhew 1 is ed 
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be ſuppoſed; that 
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the EL pheſian , to whom tlie ca 


is particularly. addre 
1 EE Anne. Dn * 25 
of: * * Appetites even Jo dunietings An 
Apcalally de Drunkennels;; is What L. 
Conſtitutian and Frame en chen Matursw — 
Lircumſtanges uf the World they bre in, 


expuſt o- We . "—_ 


that in the: Tont, prefiediu ;Grſt Diſtigles of 
our ligrfl, with penuliar raja and ae 
from his own Ne e Heed to yourſelves, 


Wt," at ny Tune wats Heants be over - charged 
With: Vasen and 2 — 10 
Day, (that ſolemn; impestant and deciſive Day inf 
en be had een ſpeaking!) come; upon vou un- 
awarey. 4 #64, heh! is the preſent Stare uf the 
World; ſuch the l:aprovements that Avthisamade 


upon 


2 I Eeclel. 7. 29. + Luk. 21. 29. 


of DBFunkenneſs confidered. © 9 
upon Nature; or, rather, ſuch is the Perverſion of 
many of the Fruits of the Earth, from their proper 
and intended Ute; by rendering them more in- 


tokicating, than in their ſimple and natural State; 
and ſuch is the cuſtomary Uſe of ſpirituous 
Liquors, as make the 'Temptations, to this Vice, 


more numerous and powerful, ind render the cau- 


tion in the Text pecutiarl- pertinent, ſeafonable 
and neceſliry at this Day,” HI TIO SIT 
Ler it further be obſerved, that as the great 
Creator hath made nothing in vain; as every 
thing he hath made hath its Uſe, in one Way or 
bther; and particularly, as he hath appointed Wine, 
and other Liquors that are produced from the 
Fruits of the Earth, to cheer and _refreſh- the heart 
of Man; “ to relieve and ſupport him under thoſe 
frequent Infirmities to which ſome are more eſpe- 
cially liable, and to invigorate and ſtrengther others 
in the Performance of the vanous Offices and La- 
bours of Life; and' we have Reaſon to expect his 
Bleſſing to accompany them, if they are uſed with 
moderation, and gratefully received j f ſoit is only 
the Exceſs and Abuſe of thefe Things that is here 
forbidden and cautioned” againſt. We are not re- 
quired wholly” to abſtain from Wine, or any ether 
refreſhing, and invigorating Iiquors, but are only 
put upon our Guard againſt an immoderate Uſe of 
them; againſt drinking them to Exceſs, and fo 
as to intoxieate and ſink ourſelves below that Rank 
and Order in the Scale of Beings in which the Pro- 
vidence of God hath placed us: for when this is 
the Cafe, that Reaſon by which we are diſtinguiſſ- 
ed from the brutal Creation around us, is dethron'd, 


and thoſc Appetites and Paſſions which we poſſeſs 


B 


| | in 
* Þfal; 104. 15. T-'1 Tim, 4. 4. 
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in common with them, take the lead, and unlefs 
divine Reſtraints interpoſe, which in fuch circum- 
Kanees we have eſpecially forfeited, and have not 
the leaſt Reaſon to expect, will involve us in De- 
Rruction and Perdition. Therefore, 


Secondly, WnoxvxR drinks ſtrong Drink to ſuck 


2 8 as to obſt ruct and prevent the regular, 
free, and full Exercife of his Reaſon, and Underſtan- 
ding; or, whoever makes ſo free and liberal a uſe 
of ſpirituous Liquors, as to injure his Health, and 
impair his Strength, and thereby, in any meaſuve 
indiſpoſes and units himſelf for the ſtated, diligent, 
and conſcientious Diſcharge of the various Duties 
of Life and Religion, is guilty of the Sin of In- 
temperance, and juſtly chargeable, with the Conſe- 
quences that are produced thereby. And, tho' 
there may be ſome who are not guilty of ſuch Ex- 
ceſſes as totally to drown their Reafon, and ſtupify 
their Senſes, nor yet ſo as wholly to unfit them for 
the Labours and Buſineſs of Life; yet, if they make 
it their daily or frequent Practice to drink to ſuch 
a Degree, as to diſorder their rational Faculties, to 
ſtupify their Conſciences, and in any meaſure to 
diſincline and unfit them for religious Duties, and 


for the civil andlaborious Employments of Lite, whe- 


ther it be perceived by others or not; they are veri- 
ty guilty of Ecceſſive Drinking in the ſight of God; 
who is, not only an Eye witneſs of their external 
Deportment, but feeth into the ſecret Chambers 
and receſſes of the Soul, and perfectly knows the 
diſorder'd State of their Faculties by means of 
Strong Drink; however it may be conceal'd from 
the Obſervation ot thoſe about them. And it FO 
thought, with Reaſon, that if ſuch a Practice as 

this, is frequent and habitual, it renders a Man 


more 


I * -*.. oY 


of Drunkenneſs confidered. 11 


more guilty in the inebt of his Maker, than a ſingle 
Act of the T4 Intemperance, into which he may 
be ſurpriz'd, in an unguarded Hour, thro” the force 
of ſome ſudden temptation, quite contrary to his 
uſual Character, 


To this it may be added, that a Courſe of 
Intemperance, though jt ſhould not riſe to Ia. 
toxication, has a greater Tendency, not only t 
enervate and weaken the Faculties of the Mind; 
to abate à Man's Senſibility, and the Quickneſs of 
his Apprehenſion with Reg ard to Matters of Re- 

ion, and of , a World to come, but to impair and 
deſtroy his Health (in the full E njoyment of which 
ſo much depends) than the Exceſs juſt now menti- 
oned ; for, as a continual Dropping will wear a 
Stage, ſo, much more, Will 17 Quantities of 


ſtrong Drink frequently Fallon ed Gun, be like 


ly to wear the ſtrongeſt Conſtitution. the ſtrength 
of which is not the . of Stones, nor is it 
able to make a Reſiſtance ſo obſtinate and laſting 
as they; but will ſooner gr later bring on a Diſſo- 
inter of the mortal Frame, either by ſome linger. 
g Diſorder, or perhaps, à partial if not 18050 
Dlluſe of the * 2 want of appetite for the 
N ſypports of Nature, a J ceſſation of 
the * unctions, or by ome ſudgen ſtr oke 
with little or ng previous warping of ſo awful an 
Event which leads us to ſay in the next place, 
Thirdly, Tur as cauſes are beſt known by their 
Effects, 10 the Natyre, ng aggravated Guilt of the 
din of Drunkenneſs, will appear in a more gl 
ring point of Conviction, 1 taking a View of fome_ 
of the ſad and pernicious Fruits and Conſeguen- 
ces which it ener produces. ſome of Which 


| ha ve 
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dn A 
infenſibly, tho” atmoſt unavoidably been touch'd 
upon already.  _ e EIT OY 88 


Id the firſt place then, It is of pernicious Conſe- 
quence to Men's worldiy Intereit and Eftate (Prov. 
23. 21, 2.) Be nt, (ſays the wife Man,) among wine- 
Biubbers 1, c. be not a Companion, nor afſociate 
yourſelves with thoſe who make aà Practice of 
drinking large Quantities of any Eind of ſtrong 
Liquor,; for (as he immediately adds )the Drunk: 
ard ſhall come to Poverty, und Drouſfingis (a ſtate be. 
tween fleeping and waking, in Which a man "is 
like a Bow unſtrung, indiipos'd for any kind of 
Exerciſe and render*d altogether incapable of any 
Undertaking or Employment, in which the Facut- 
ties of his mind or the Vigor and Strength of his 
Body are to be exerted,) and Idleneſs, the natural 
Effetts of Drunkenneſs, ſha ! clit e à man with 
Rags ; for by the exceſſive Uſe of ftrong Drink, as 
well as by Means of a Whoriſn Woman, a Man is 
liable to be brought to a Piece of Bread, and to 
be reduced to the greateſt Straits as to the Neecſ- 
ſaries of Lite. In how many luſtances has this 
Obſervation proved true within the Compaſs of our 
own Knowledge ? How common a Thing has it been 
for Perſons, addicted to this unmanly Vice of 
Drinking ſtrong Liquors to Exceſs,” that have be- 
gan the world (as we commonly fay) either with 2 
conſiderable Intereſt in Poſſeſſion, or, at leaſt with 2 
Capacity, and with the means and opportunity of 
acquiring it? how often have fuch Been reduced to 
Want and diſtreſſing Poverty? Have we not knew I 
ſome, who have been brought to Nakedneſs and 
Hunger, to the moſt abject Wretchedneſbh, and to 
the Want of a Place to put their Heads in, by 
means of hard Prinking? or been brought under 


. bs Confincment 


of Dr unity met confrdeved. 13 


Confineinent by the! Hands of Ui Authority, for 
no: ſatisfying the righteous Demands ot their Cre- 
ditors, by ſpending their Earnings tor ſtrong Drink, 
which ſhould have been applied to the Payment 


of their juſt Debts? or it they have eſcaped the 


hands of Juſtice; it has been by Skullagg and hi- 
ding themſelves, through Fear of itz: or they have 
fpent that Time which thould have: been; etaploy/d 
m ſome profitable Tabor, in wandring about from 
Place to Place, ſeeking to gratify their inſatiable 
Appetite, by the Liberality, or rather indiſcreet 
Genetoſity of others, after they had loſt their Cre- 


dit, and had put it out of their Power to procure 


the means of Intemperance themſelves, by having 
run through their Patrimony, or the gains they had 
got, before the bewitehing Love of —— had 

teiz d upon and talen the intire Poſſeſſion of them, 
chrough t the want of « timely Reſiſtance: And by 
this'means men have brought, not only themſelves, 


but, which 3 is Very * 112 As by not provi 
1% eine 105 ing 


** Query—Whether when 40 Man,” poſſeſted of ſome Eſtate 
abi tuates himſelf to the Practièe of Driukcipg to Excefs, ad 
in the Opinion. of every one that obſeryes, him, is in a fait 
way to ſpend it all, and to become a burden to Society (at 
bis Cups or ſc me other means do not ectfly put an End 
his Life) Whether, 1 fay] füch a ond Yath not ſorfeited his 
| Right to be at large, and to have the: Di ſpaſal and — 
ment of his property. and Intereſt, and is not as p! 5 id 
ject of Guardianſhip, As. hoſe who mayer, Were fe guar 
allowed to haye the Direct tion of the , and 
ment of their own, Aﬀfiirs, ' thro" forme Mtural, ons 1 
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ding for thoſe of their n Houſehold, have ſome. 
times reduced their innocent Families, their Wives 
and Children to Shame, to Want, and to Begga- 
ry; whereby they have ſunk their Character below 
that of Heathens, who have not thoſe advantages, 
and motives to ſtimilate them to their Duty, whzch 
ſuch are favoured with, And in the natural Tenden- 
cy of things, it cannot be expected to be other- 
wiſe : For the Expences for ſtrong Drink, when 
it is made Uſe of to Exceſs, muſt be far from be- 
ing ſmall, even ſuppoſing they are nat very nicę 
and delicate-in the Choice of it. How much has 
it coſt ſome, even among ourſelves, for ſtrong 
Drink in the- courſe of a Year ? More, perhaps, 
than their Family-expences have amounted to 
for the neceſſaries of Life; and it would be well, ſo 
far, if their Exceſſes this way did not ſometimes cut 
ſhort that Proviſion of Food, and Cloathing which 
is needful for their Families, to keep them warm, 
decent and comfortable. Even the Generality of 
the largeſt Eſtates among us, are inſufficient to de- 
fray the Expence af exceſſive Drinking (as tis 
practis'd by ſome )for any conſiderable Time: eſ- 
ially if we take into the Account, the other ill 
e of it; for as it is, and muſt be very 
expenſive and coſtly, ſo it prgves the Occaſion ot 
miſpending and conſuming a great deal of preci- 
ous Time. Inſtead of being at Home and employ- 
ed in the proper Buſineſs of their Calling, to procure 
the Neceſſaries and Conveniences of Life for them- 
{elves and Families, they are abroad at Taverns, or 
other Places of Reſort where a Plenty of Liquor is 
expected; and drinking © awaytheiriTime, and their 
Senſes together”, It is to he feared that their drink- 
ing hours ſometimes, make up thelargeſt part of K 
four and twenty. Hav we not Reaſon to thin! 


that 


of Drunkenneſs confidered. 15 


that ſome among ourſelves, have drank up in one 
Day, more than the Earnings of two or thr.c have 
amounted to? | 


oA; Thoſe who drink ſtrong Drink to Exceſs, 
only waſte their - worldly ſubſtance, impoveriſh 


themſelves and their Families and miſpend, ard 


make an ill Uſe of their precious Time, but !they 
thereby indiſpoſe and unfit themſelves for the Diſ- 
charge of the proper Duties and Buſineſs of their 
{ſecular Calling. How many Days have been loſt. 


yea, worſe than loſt, by hard Drinking over Night ? 


What Habits of Sloth and Idleneſs are contracted? 
Theſe make the Drunkard continually grow more 
and more averſe to Labor and the proper Employ- 
ments of Life—In his ſobreſt Hours, he cannot ſo 
well contrive, and lay-out Schemes for. Buſineſs, 


nor can he order his Affairs with that Fore-thought 


and Diſcretion that are neceſſary to make them 
advantageous and ſucceſsful ; and he is unfitted for 
the Execution of his Plans, thro' the Want of pro- 
per Application by Labor and Exerciſe. ' Or, if thro” 
the Force and Strength of a good Conſtitution, the 
Man who drinks ſtrong Drink to Exceſs, does not 
at preſent feel the bad Effects of it, in theſe Re- 
ſpects, (which I believe is ſeldom the Caſe for any 
conſiderable Time) and is not ſenfible that his ca- 
pacity to lay out, and execute Schemes of Buſi- 
neſs, is in a Degree impair'd; yet as the natural 
Tendency of ſuch a Practice is to blunt the Edge 
of his Faculties, and to make him remiſs and in. 
active, fe he has Reaſon to expect that ſooner or 
later he will be in the Number of thoſe whoſe 
Minds are debilitated and weakened, and whoſe 
= + 3 Diſpoſition 
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Diſpoſition and Capacity for Bafirieſs and Labor are 
Sredtly jeſſemedyif hot wholly departed from them. 


BESiDEs ali this; how liable is a man in a Fit of 
Drunkenneſfs, or if he is only in à confiderable 
Degree raiſed by the Fumes ef ſtrong Drink, how 
expoled: (I ſay ) in theſe Circumſtances, to be im- 
poſed upon 1 detrauded by the crafty and de- 
ligning, and by every one that is inclin'd to take 
Advantage of him? When he is thus intoxicated, 
op dlevated by Liquor, his Reaſon is either aſleep; 
or benum'd, impair'd, or bectouded, ſo that he 
Khows:; not, or does not conſider what he is doing. 
And, bow often has the pobr intoxicated Creature 
been inticed and drawn in to make bad and de- 
ſtructive Bargains, or to enter into ſuch Engage- 
ments as are injurious and detrimental to his warld- 
ly Intereſt, and ſometimes to ſubſcribe. Inſtruments 
of writing to the Damage if not total Ruin of 


himſelf and Family, as to this World? Doubtleſs 


moſt of us can recollect Inſtances of this Kind. It 
is to be hoped, there are none in this Aſſembly 
that are conſcious to themſelves, that they have 
acted ſo vile and wicked à part towards any, in 
ſuch unhappy - Circumſtances—If you have, the 
advantage and Gains you haye got by ſuch means, 
you have Reaſon to expect, will be like a Canker 
in ydur Ee and erben eat Ps 1884 ae 
al hefore it. By: batt 


* theſe different Mean Fs s the Drinkard 
came to Poverty and Want, A donſideration this, 
of greater Weight with ſome, than the Thought of 
mae of that Inheritance which is incorruptible, 
and wall be eternal in the future World. But Po- 


verty and Want is not the only ſad Conſequence 
ab 


-— 
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of the exceflive Uſe of ſpiritous Liquors.—lt alſo 
deprives' Men of that Reputation and good Re- 
port, which the wiſe Man tells us, ir rather to be 
chofen than great Riches— As Men in their drunk- 
en Fits act below the Dignity oft their Nature, as 
reafonable Creatures, and are unfit for the Society 
and Converſation of the wiſe and fober ; ſo they 
are accordingly ſhun'd—They expoſe themſelves in 
their Caps by tlieir Folly and Intemperance, to the 
Ridicule of ſome, to the Pity ot others, and 
to the juſt Abhorrence of all, by the overflowings 
of their fooliſh and filly, their indecent and filthy, 
their prophane and evil, if not beaſtly and diabo- 
lical Communications What fooliſh Queſtions will 
they aſk ? What impertinent Anſwers. will they 
make ? How incoherent and inconſiſtent in their 
Talk? How unguarded and unbecomiag. their Ex- 
preſſions? Diſcretion, Honour and Modeſty are fre- 
quently laid aſide; Secrets devulged; their Friendsex- 
poſed, and all that ſtand in any Relation to them aſha- 
med, and griev'd, offended and hurt by them How 
diſagreable and even ſhocking does the Drunkard 
appear in the Eyes of the wiſe and ſober, the virtu- 
ous and the good ? To. ſee a Creature in human” 
Shape, deprived: of the Uſe of that Reaſon which 
is the, diſtinguiſhing Glory of a Man, reeling and 
itaggering along the Road, or wandering out of His 
Way, his heart full of Vanity and Folly, his Mouth 
filled with Bitterneſs and Curſing, and 1 
unſeemly and perverſe things; (if he is not paſt 
the Exerciſe of the Faculty of Speech, and adVan- 
ced ſo far in his Cups as not to be” unf, 
of |  M 'T C . ' 4 Cohan! 
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his Reaſon dethroned; his Paſſions let looſe; his 
Senſes ſtupified, and the whole Man transformed 
and degraded below the Beaſts that have no Under- 
ſtanding— This is a Spectacle, which, however it 
may excite the Laughter and Mirth of ſome, is in- 
_ deed one of the moſt melancholly and mortifying, 
that a wiſe and thoughtful Perſon can bchold ; and 
is as diſgraceful to the Man himſelf, as it is offen- 
live. to others, and diſpleaſing to the God that 
made him, to whom he mult be accountable for 
ſuch an abuſe of himſelf. Again, 


Drunkenneſs ſeldom if ever, ſtands alone—this 
was hinted before lt is a leading Vice; has an 
inſnaring tendency ; and many Times actually draws 
Men into the Commiſſion of many other Sins—One 
of the firft Effects of intoxicating Liquor taken to 
Exceſs, is Unclcanneſs and Impurity in the various 
Inſtances and Degrees of it—Impure and unchaſte 
Deſires, indecent and immodeſt Language, and a 
Wantonneſs of Behaviour are the uſual Effects of 
this cardinal Vice—Inſtead of making a Covenant with 
their Eyes, * to prevent their gazing at unlawful 
objects, the wiſe Man tells the youth in his Book 
of Proverbs, that his Eye ſhould behold, that is, 
ſo as to luſt after range Women, and his heart ſhould 
utter perverſe Things— + Reaſon, which ought al- 
ways to have the government of the Man, is put 
out of Place when intoxicating Draughts inflame 
the Paſſions, which though ungovernable and head- 
ſtrong enough before, receive additional motion 
and ſtrength therefrom, and kindle the ſenſual ap- 

petites into an unholy and impure en, 
KS Ys 5 an 


® Job 31, 1. 


+ Prov. 23. 33. 
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d may I not add Women allo ; for are there not 
fy of that Sex, and in this Aſſembly too, that 
belong to the Tribe of Drunkards ? would to God 
there were Reaſon to think, that there were none 
of this Character among ourſelves—Men and Wo- 
men too; (I repeat it.) O, how-unbecoming the 
Modeſty, the Shame-facednets and Sobriety which 
are ſo diſtinguiſhin Bly ornamental to the Sex! Theſe, 
when raiſed and inflamed- by Liquor, riſe to ſuch 
extravagant Heights either by the Fury. of their 
paſſionate Reſentments, or by the Immodeſty and 
Sillineſs of their Language and Behavior, as would 
make them bluſh at the Rehearſal and Review of 
them in a ſober Hour, if they were not Vete- 
rans indeed, and uncommon Proficients in Lewd- 
neſs and Debauchery—When Men are inflamed 
and intoxicated with ſtrong Drink, jt has a direct 
Tendency to make them impious and prophane— 
the Reſtraints of Reaſon, Education and Religion 
are then taken off ; Curling and Swearing, and the 
molt ſhocking Oaths and Imprications proceed out 
of their unhallowed Lips their Tongues are ſet on 
Fire of Hell and Liquor in Conjunction': Their 
Mouths are filled with the moſt irreligious and fro- 
thy Diſcourſe, ſuch as perhaps they never accuſto- 
med. themſelves to in their ſober Interyals—the 
Profeſſion they may have made of Religion, whe- 
ther in a higher, or lower Degree, is then forgot- 
ten, and the principles and maxims of the ſtricteſt, 
of the moſt virtuous and rehgious Education have 
no Influence to reſtrain them from Impiety and 
Wickedneſs; and they are as looſe and immoral in 
their Behaviour, as thoſe that have not laid them- 
{elves under any fuch Obligations, nor been favour'd 
with ſuch Advantages. Again, 
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InTox1caT1NG Liquors, when taken to Exceſs, 
e the Way for Contention, and every evi 

Vork. How many Inftances have we known and 
heard of, as proofs of this, 

Ix the firſt Place, Reaſon is caſhiered and ſet 
aſide the Blood and animal Spirits heated beyond 
their proper Temperature—then the Paſſions are 
inflamed, and fet the Man, overcharged with Li- 
quor, all on Fire This frequently leads to outra- 
ges and abufive Language ; this kindles the Fire of 
Contention—Contention when begun, increaſes by 
the cauſe that firſt raĩſed it—Anger produces An- 
ger —From hard Words and provoking Speeches, 
they quickly paſs on to Blows and Fightings- the 
Effects of theſe in many Inſtances have been Blood- 
fhed and Murder—and the Lives of thoſe who have 
been innocent as to any Offence committed againſt 
them, have ſometimes become a Sacrifice to their 
Outrage and Fury, and they themſelves have been 
doom'd to ſuffer as Victims to publick Juſtice, as 
the juſt reward of the fatal Effects of their Intempe; 
rance upon others. 


Tuts has too often been the Conſequence, with 
Reſpect to Men? And how often has it been known, 
that the other Sex, Women, after being overchar- 
ged and intoxicated with ſtrong Drink, have been 
prompted to the groſſeſt Acts of Uncleanneſs, then 
excited by the Fear of Shame and Diſgrace, to 
ſtifle the Principles of Life, or to imbrue their 
Hands in the} innocent Blood of thoſe they gave be- 
ing to; thus the ſame Perſons becoming the Inſtru - 
ments of their Being and their Death —and their 
own Lives by the juſt Decrees of Heaven and Earth, 
forfeited, as che only Satisfaction they can make 

1 
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therefor, however unavailable the Sacrifice, as to re- 
ſtoring the Lite they have thus inhumanly put- 
an end to. | | 185 5 


Tavs Drunkennels, by a natural and direct Ten- 
dency leads to the Commiſſion of Uncleanneſs, to 
Acts of Impiety and Prophaneneis, to Strife and 
Contention, to Bloodſhed, and Slaughter, and eve- 
ry other Sin that mankind are prone to- for what 
Sin is there which a Man may not commit when he 
is deprived of the Uſe of his Reaſon? And this is 
the Caſe in a greater or leſs Degree, when Men 
are intoxicated with Liquor. Our Saviour exhortz 
us in the before cited twenty firſt Chapter of Luke, 
to take heed to ourſelves, leſt at any Time our Hearts 
be overcharged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs; 
but a Man in Drink puts it out of his own Power 
to exerciſe a proper 8 can neither watch 
nor pray leſt he enter into Temptation and ſo as to 
prevent his being overcome by it, agreahle to ano- 
ther Admonition of our Lord to his Diſciples; * 
when overcome by Temptation ta Exceſs, and 
when actually overcome by Exceſs itſelf, he is unſit 
to guard againſt it. The Caution will not and can- 
not be of any Advantage to him for that Time 
through his neglect to give heed to it in Seaſon, and 
before the Temptation had had its Effect. He then 
loſes the power of Reſiſtance; does not fee or rea- 
lize his Danger; nor has he a heart to pray to be 
delivered from it. Therefore When the Apoſtle 
Peter recammends Watchfulneſs as neceſſary to our 
Safety and Security ina Time of Temptation and 
Danger, he firſt of all exhorts us to Sobriety. Be 


Sober, 


Matth. 2 64 41. 
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Sober, ſays he, be Vigilant ; the Reaſon is immedi- 
ately added, namely, for your Adverſary the Devil 
like a Lion roaring with Hunger, walketh about, 
ſeeking whom he may devour— + And he has his 
Agents and thoſe that are engaged in his Service, 
to aſſiſt in carrying on his deſtructive Deſigns 
Wicked Men, and eſpecially the hard drinking 
Tribe, take a Sort of deviliſh Satisfaction in decoy- 
ing and betraying others into the ſame guilty Prac- 
tices, which their own unbounded Love of ſtrong 
Liquor, has led them themſelves into—Andwhen 
the Devil that ſubtle, malicious and potent Adver- 
fary, and his numerous Agents and Inſtruments 
Join with thoſe natural Appetites, which are grown 

eadſtrong by Indulgence ; what need is there of 
conſtant Watchfulneſs, leſt they get an Advantage 
over us—ln order to this, a proper Knowledge of 
their Stratagems and Devices—a Senſe of our own 
Weakneſs, and Prayer to the God of all Grace, 
for his Aſſiſtance are neceſſary All our own Watch. 
fulneſs and Strength are inſufficient without the 
Aids of divine Grace, to guard us againſt the Snares 
and Enticements of the evil one, and his Emiſa- 
ries—What then will became of thoſe, who totally 
neglect Prayer and Watchfulneſs too? And what 
mult become of ſuch, as by Means of intoxicating 

iquors have deprived themſelves of the little 
Strength they had, and forfeited that Aſſiſtance 
from God which they do not ſo much as aſk and 
ſeek for ? And when they thereby bring themſelves 
into ſuch a State of Inſenſibility, as not to have any 
Apprehenſion of their Sin, or the Danger they there- 
by expoſe themſelves to- there is no Sin ſo unnatu- 
ral and abominable but a Drunkard may commit”. 


AGAIN, 
* 1 Pet. 5. 8. 
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| A6ain, The Sin of Drunkenneſs wounds the 


+ Conſcience, hardens the Heart, and deprives a Man 


of that Peace and Tranquility of Mind, which a 
wiſe and ſober Perſon would not part with for all 
the World—Conſcience i is in ſome Senſe the Agent 
of the Spirit of God—lt is his Deputy in the Soul, 

and acts for and under him—and as nothing affords 
a good Man ſo much Compoſure and Joys a the 
Teſtimony and Approvings of a good Conſcience: 
So, nothing gives a wicked Man greater Anguiſh 
and Une than the Upbraidings and Reproach- 
es of an awakened and guilty Conſcience What 
bitter Reflections then muſt ſometimes be the Effect 
of drinking to Kxceſs ? When the Fumes of ſtron 

Liquor are over and diſſipated— When the Storm 
of Paſſion is abated which was occaſioned by a Fit 
of Drunkenneſs—when a Man comes to himſelf — 
when his Reaſon reaſſumes its Office in the Soul; 

then his Conſcience writes bitter things againſt him ; 

then it ſeverely reproves and rebukes him; then 
it bites like a Serpent and ſtings like an Adder; 4by 


then what was moſt palatable and agreable to the 


Mouth, and the Appetite, will become Bitternefs' in 
the Belly, that is, be productive of many cutting 
Reflections and ſelf-Accuſations afterwards—Or, it 
the Drunkard is ſo far advanced in this unmavly, 
diſgraceful and pernicious Evil, and ſo habituated 
to it as to be without theſe bitter Reflections, when 
the intoxicating Draught has ſpent its Force, and 
what remains of Reaſon returns to its feeble Em- 
pire in the Soul, his Caſe is yet worſe, and {till 
more deſperate, and he is more the Object of our 
Pity—Tis a fad Symptom indeed, and a Token 
that his ed is ſeared and paſt the Senſe of 

Set 3 Feeling 


Nor. 23. 32« 
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Feeling, when it ceaſes to warn him of his Danger, 
and lets him alone 'till it awakens and rouſes him 
up in that place of Torment, where the Worm of 
Conſcience will never die, and the Fire of divine 
Wrath never will be quenched. | 


AGailn; By the exceſſive Uſe of ſtrong Drink, Men 
unkt thenlefFes for being uſeful Members of Socte- 
ty As they cannot ſerve God aceeptably, ſo neither 
are they capable of dog Frog” Generation, as it 
is the will of God, every Man ſhould, according 
to his Opportunities and Abilities But the Drunk- 
ard unqualifies himſelf for the Duties which he 
owes to Society—How many Perſons of good na- 
tural Abilities and acquired Endowments, render 
themſelves utterly uncapable of being ferviceable 
to the Community of which they are Members ; 
of ſuſtaining various Offices, and filling up impor- 
tant Departments in civil Life, only by giving 
Indulgence to a more than bratiſh Appetite for 
ſtrong Drink? For if they cannot govern them- 
ſelves ; if they cannot command and reſtrain. their 
Appetites, and regulate, and manage their own 

airs, Surely they are unfit to direct, and incapa- 
ble of leading and conducting the Affairs of others 
8o that the Sot at belt, is but a uſeleſs infigniacant 
Cypher in human Society, a mere Blank, and of 
all Men the moſt unqualified and unfit to ſerve 


his Generation”. 


Acain ; Drunkenneſs unfits Men for chriſtian 
2 and Communion—lt incapacitates them 
for the Enjoyment of the ſpecial Priviledges and 
Ordinances of the Goſpel they cannot 0 the 

Apoſtle 


of Druntenneſs co, 2 derdd, 2 5 
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7 tells the C ciation), drink the Cup of 
thei Lord, and the Cup of Devils “ i. e. they: can- 
not de worthy: Communieants at the Lord's Table, 
while at the ſame Time they partake of that in- 
toxicating Cup, which renders them fit only for 
the Society of the Devil, and to do his Service 
and Drudgery : for what Fellowſhip hath Chriſt or 
the Members of his Body with Drunkards ? what 
Communion hath God, the Author of our Beings 
and of our Reaſon with thoſe who drown their 
Senſes and their Reaſon by drinking to rxcels ? 

How dare fuch Perſons to drink of the conſecra- 
ted Wine and be filled with that, or any other 
Liquor wherein is Exceſs? To admit ſuch to the 
Table of the Lord is like giving that which is holy 
unto Dogs and Swine, which chriſtian Societies 
ſhould be upon their guard againſt : and if there 
be any habitual Drunkards of our Communion, 
whether Men or Women, it is the Duty of thoſe 
who have ſufficient Evidence of it, if they would 
not be partakers with them in their Guilt, to take 
the Steps which the, Goſpel .preſcribes to bring 
them to a Senſe of their Sin, to a proper Con- 
feſſion, and a thorough Reformation And I now 
take it upon me Solemnly to admoniſh ſuch, and 
ty charge them either to repent and . 
or withdraw from us. We ſhould now proceed 
to fay, In the next Place, that DrunkenneS is in- 

jurious and deſtructive to the Health and Life of 
Man—But the Conſideration of this w ould carry 
us beyond proper Limits, it muſt therefore, with 
other Particulars and the Improvement, be we, 
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red to another Opportunity—in the mean Tine: 
may the Influences of the divine. Spirit accompa- 
ny our Reflections upon what has now been au- 
livered; and to God's! name be the n. 12700 
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dered and diſpatched already; and we have entereq 
upon the Third, and mentioned ſeveral Particu- 
lars under it— Without Repeating which, we ſhall 
new proceed to ſay in the next place, that Drun- 
kennels is injurious and deſtructive to the Health 
and Life of Man—Spirituous Liquors, eſpecially 
when uſed to Exceſs; are allowed by ijome of the 
- moſt Skilful Phyſicians, and by the beſt Writers, 
to be of pernicious Conſequence to our bodily 
Conſtitutions ; and they trequently lay a Founda- 
tron for mortal Diſtempers and an untimely Death 
Who hath woe, ſays the wife Man, * whohath Sor- 
row ? who hath Contentions ? who hath wounds 
without Cauſe ? who hath Redneſs of Eyes? the 
Anſwers to theſe ſhort Queries, is, they that tarry 
long at the Wine, or any other ſtrong Liquor ta- 
ken to Exceſs; they that go to feek mixed Wine, 
or any kind of mixed Liquor of an intoxicating 
Quality Wa unto them that riſe up early in the 
Morning, that they may follow ſtrong Drink; 
that continue until Night, till Wine inflame them 
(Iſai. 5. 11.) Wo unto them that are mighty to 
drink Wine, or any other ſtrong Drink, and Men 
of Strength to mingle ſtrong Drink (ver. 22.) the 
Conſequences of theſe, and other vicious Practices 
are expreſſed in the 24. ver. Therefore as the Fire 
devoureth the Stubble, and the Flame conſumeth the 

Chaff, ſo their Root or their Conſtitution, which the 
reſume is deeply and *firmly fixed and eltabliſhed, 
2 be as Rottenneſ5, and their Bloſſem, or the firſt 
gay Effects that ſpring and ſhoot forth from ſuch 
a rotten Root, however promiſing its appearance, 
ſhall go up at Duſt or Smoke; be blaſted; and dri- 
ven like Chaff before the Wind, or rather ut - 
terly conſumed by the Fire, ſo that no Fruit 
| can 


Prov. 23. 29. 
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can be expected therefrom Such as make Drink: 
ing to Exceſs their daily or frequent Practice, at 
once waſting their precious Time, and abuſing 
God's good Creatures at the ſame Time alſo im- 
pair the Health of their Bodies, as well as endan- 
the Salvation of their immortal Souls And 
tho' there may be ſome, who do not drink ſuch 
Ouantities, as ſhall bring on any great Degree of 
Intoxication, yet they may heat and inflame ther- 
ſelves to ſuch a Degree as, to bring on Suricits, 
Diſorders and Deatty—How many hyrtful and fa- 
tal Accidents is the Prunkard ſed to in his 
Cups ? Sometimes by falling from the Beaſt that is 
more rational and ſober than himſelf, as he is retur- 
ning from Taverns, or other drinking Places: at 
other Times ſtumbling over any Obſtacle that lies 
in his Way, and thereby breaking his Limbs, or 
bruiſing his Fleſh when he eſcapes with bis Life— 
When e wiſe-man d the Drunkard's Se- 
curity in his own Apprehenſiqn, expoſed as he was 
at the ſame Time to the moſt ' eminent Danger, he 
repreſents him to be as one that lieth down in the 
Midſt of the Sea, or on the Ridges of its rolling 
Billows, or in the State of him that lieth upon the 
Top of a Maſt they have ſtriken me, fhalt thou 
fay, and I was not ſick; they haye beaten me, 
and I felt it not: Which Words ſet forth the 
unhappy and dangerous State and Condition of the 
Drunkard ;/ his extream Langour, joig'd with 2 
t Degree of Inſenſibility and Security in hi 

wn Thoughts : thę Top of 2 Maſt being the mof! 
hazardous: Situation, not only on Agcount its 
perpetual Toſſing, but as its Motion is more violent 
and greater than that of any other Part of the Ship, 
and though the Drunkard cannot deny that he 
92 %% —— t | f a "4x - expoſes 
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expoſes himſelf by his Exceſles to many Inconve- 
niences, Injuries and Dangers ;'yet he is not ſenſible 
of it, in the midſt of his Cups, neither does he ap- 
prehend any great Hurt from exceſſtye Drinking, 
but is ready to ſay, or at leaſt by his Practice, as 
in the latter part of the 2 5th ver. When thall | 
wake? T Will Teek it yet Nb ia, though at 
eſent 1 feel” diicotpoſed. arid diforder*d,;.and my 
Fond requi ires“ Sleep to __ and ſettle my 
Head, yet Het! my waking Hours return, which 


I hope wil pe on, I purpoſe to return to my fors 
mer Courte Uf Diinkin np cer may be the Con- 
e. Stich is the ague and Practice of 


every hatyt ual” Drunkard : 2 thus he goes on 
till Sickn 185 Dilcaſes and Death [overtake him in 
this Worl „ and everlaſting: Wo" and- Ra, an, the 


next -N oh fes ads Þs ay,” cmi 2 


Ix the aft Place here, That Prunkcgnc& hats 
Meg ddt hf the Kingdom: of Heaven—Agit unfits 
them for the Sbelety of thier Fellow-Cxeatures and 
Vellow- Chriſtians here, f mich more does it dil 

qualify by CHE for the 4 giciousand immedintgreſeacy 
1 


ang! Intercgiſtſe of Reis Maker and Savigur, for the 
C Opa "af pg Angels, and for the Sdęiety of 
Juſt de perfe 10” that holy City into which 


wach re that defileth, or that Ne 
Abomination—Drunkards among other high-han, 
ded Offeniders, are cautianed- 2 gainſt. deceiving 
themſeldes, and are expreſsly told is in the, Word of 
God, that they ſhall not inherit his heavenly Kin 
dom—the ate tald that the Wrath of God! — 
pon tlie Children of Diſobedience, and upon 
Peunkerd amo de reſt, who in the Text, and 
other paſſag 6s, 0 e are plainly warned a. 


ainſt exceſſtve \ Drink and they who, indulge 
1 5 tthemſelves 


” " J , 
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themſcloes in this as wt as other Works of the 
Flefh, as they cannot pleaſe God, fo they are the 
Objects of his N juſt Abhorrence, and if, — remain 


| Ny penitetit and unreformed, he will con ign them 


fy to the Regions, of Darknels, Deſpair and end- 
leſs otment, where they will repent indeed, but 
not With 4 Repentance unte Life, becauſe it will 
be fruitleſs, unavailing and everlaſting—and- O, 
what Amazement wilt ſeize the Souls of [thoſe 
who, When their Lord ſhall come by Death and 
judgment, are foutid carouſing' and-drinking with 
their drunken Companions! Will he not cut them 
aſunder, or fever them frotn the righteous,:and ap- 
point them their Portion, not in the midſt of a 
Plenty of intoxicating arid. inflaming Iliquors, but 
in Be Lake that burns with Fire ant Brimſtone, 
where the Vials of divine Wrath Wall be poured out 
without Mixture on all the workers of Iniquity 3j 
eſpecially on thoſe whaſe Reaſon and Conſcience, 

v2 ole Health and Canſtitution, whoſe Bible and 
Whole Fiaker all joimd in warning thei againſt 
Le een not Hike 
fofever left to 


oipg in the Ręgions 


ken to their Voice, and ſo W 
reap the fruits of their own , 


ot inconceivable Wo, and Hife y. A the "Thought 


of a Perſons. going out of the World in a Fit df 
Drunkenneſs 18, beyond Meaſure affecting and aſto- 


niſhing ; eſpecially if he has been hä bituated to 2 


and more eſp ly by cans Of it Without Re- 
pentance how is it .poſi ble for him; to 85 De- 
ſtruction and Perdition 3 and without a Space 3 
Befehnackz how is it poſit 1 ſible for Hin 4; repent ? 
hat Space to. "Repent of the I WD Drunk- 

— can ſuch an one, have or. im prove it he 
dies an the 1 very A. without A Collette or 
Sanſe of his Guilt; Without being in à Capacity 
{0 


you to remember that the way of Vice! is down: 
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o mach as to implore Forgiveneſs of his offended 
Maker; and without being ſenſible of his need of 
it ?—Both Reaſon and the Word of God, lead us 
to fear if not to conclude (if we can come to any 
Concluſion at all about him) that his Caſe is hope- 

leſs, and his End inevitable Miſery and Deſtruchon— 
And his being more expos' d to be overtaken and 
cut off by the Hand of Death in àa drunken Fit, 
ſhould alarm every habitual Drunkard, and put 
him upon the moſt ſerious Conſideration of the 
eminent Danger he is in when he is Over- 
charged with intoxicating Liquor, and what Ac- 
count he will be able to give of himſelf when 
ſummoned before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, by 
whom God: will Sentence him and the reſt of Man- 
kind to endleſs Happineſs or Miſery, accordin to 
the State in which they are found at the great ay 


of his appearing, 


We ſhall now "Condude with an NT to. 
Taverners, and thoſe who keep publick Houſes of 


Entertainment; to Parents and Heads of F ami- 


lies, and to young Feople: 


15 185 A1L begin with an Addreſs to heyovn > Poo 

e of this Congregation—My dear young Friends, 
p the Forenoon and at this Time you have had 
ſet before you, the defiling and contagious Nature, 
and the fad aid deplorable Effects of the Sin of 
Drunkenneſs—1 hope you have given a proper At. 
tention to what has been delivered on this gubject 
I take it for granted, and I moſt ſincerely hope it 
is true, that you are not yet inſnared and Far in 
to the paths of Intemperanee; of at moſt, that none 
of you are far advanced therein Let me intreat 


b. 
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hill—If you once give yourſelves up to a free Uſe 


of ſpirituous Liquors, you will ſoon make quick 


and large Strides in the Road to Drunkenneſs, and 
it is to be feared, in a little Time will become confir- 


med Sots—lf therefore you love yourſelves with 
a rational and conſiſtent Love—lIf you have any 
Concern for the Health of your Bodies and the 


Peace of your Minds—lf you are deſirous of ac- 


quiring and preſerving a good Name, and of li- 
ving in Repute with the ,wiſe and good—If it is 
your Aim and Ambition to be proſperous and fuc- 
ceſsful in your worldly Buſineſs, and to promote 
your ſecular Intereſt, as you very lawfully and lau- 
dably may, within certain bounds—lIf you woulc 
prevent the Grief and Diſpleaſure of your Parents 
and Superiors—lf you would let your Miniſter 
have the Satisfaction of ſeeing you walking in the 
Paths of Wiſdom, Sobriety and Virtue, as I hope 
you would not willingly deny it to hun—Above 


all, If you would prevent the Diſpleaſure and be 


happy in the Favour of your Maker, and ſecure the 
Salvation of your Souls: Upon all theſe Confidera- 
tions, let me beſeech and intreat you to Keep as 
a Diſtance from the intoxicating Cup : to, avoid 
all Commerce and Society with thoſe who thew a 
Love for ſtrong Drink and are ſottiſhly inclined— 
and let me affectionately charge you to ſhun thoſe 
Places, whether Taverns or private Houfes, where 
ſtrong Liquor is plentifully and unſparingly uſed — 
How many are there within the Compaſs of our own 
Knowledge, and that are advanced much beyond 
you in the Road of Life, who when about the fame 
Age and Standing with you, were as free from 
intemperate Courſes, as any of you are; whoſe 
Reputation was fair and unſullied; who were in- 
duſtrious in their Gallings, and got along in the 
"OY E | | World, 
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World, and perhaps made a creditable Profeſſion 
of Religion, and for a while were e wen ſo- 
ber and temperate How many ſuch are there, that 
are now loſt to themſelves, and a Loſs to their Fa- 
milies, if any have been ſo unhappy as to be con- 
nected with them in that State, a Grief and Dif- 
grace to their Friends, and a Loſs to Society, of 
Which they might have been reputable and uſeful 
Members, by not laying a proper reſtraint upon 
their Appetite in Seaſon, which, without any SEru- 
ple, might have been eaſily done; and, it is to be 
feared, ruin'd as to the next World as well as to 
this ? I mention theſe Things to you, that you may 
exerciſe a proper Caution in Time, and befvre this 
bewitching Practice of exceſſive Drinking gets for- 
med into a ſettled Habit; that you may be ſenſi- 
ble and aware of your Weakneſs, and of your Dan- 
ger, and to put you upon earneſt Prayer to the 
Author of your Beings ; for the Afiiſtance and 
Reſtraints af his Grace, without which, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtrongeſt Reſolutions and Efforts of 
your own, you Will be but as Feathers in the Wind 
of Temptation, and be liable to be blown away, and 
to fall in the Day of ic—At the {ame Time, let 
me put you in Mind, that however reaſonable and 
advantageous, however praĩſe-worthy and commen- 
dable, the Virtuc and Duty of Temperance and 


Sobriety is, and how exactly ſoever you may con- 


form yourſelves to the Rules of it, yet that it is 
but one among the many Duties and Virtues of 
the chriſtian Life and Temper; and that therefore 
you muſt be ſincerely, uniformly and thoroughly 
religious and virtuous, if you would be acceptably 
and ſavingly ſo: and if you are ſober and tempe- 
rate, from a proper Regard to the Authority of 
God, as well as to the preſent Advantages of a 
worldly 


a a Ss . aft ac os”. 
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worldly Nature that ariſe therefrom—You will be 


led by the fame Principles to live righteouſly and 
pioully ; in other Words, to yield Obedience, to 
all the Precepts and Inſtitutions of th- Gaſpel of 
Chrit—And if you are ſolidly refolved upon this, 
with a proper Dependance on your Maker's Help, 
and act accordingly, and perfevere therein; what 
Happineſs will you arrive at, even in this World, 
amidſt all the "adverſe and croſs Events of Life? 
You will have the Teſtimony and Approbation of 
your own, Conſciences, which will he, not only as 
delightful and as welcome a,.Repaſt as your daily 
Food, but as a continual Feaſt, without being habl 
to be cloy' d with it You, will have the Reſpect o 
the wiſe and ſober, the virtuous and religious, and 
live in Reputation amon un will be proſ- 
pered in your worldly Buſineſs, and in your vari- 
ous Relations and Connections, or be ſupported 
under Whatever croſs Providences in Appearance 
may be allotted to you But what is molt. of all to 
be remembezed and regarded by you; you will have 
the ſmiles of your Maker and Saviour; and when you 
quit this mortal Stage, will be accepted and rewarded 
by him, withleverlaſting Felicity in the future World. 
I now turn. myſelf to thoſe Parents and 
Heads of Families that uſually attend the pub, 
lick Worthip in this Place—My chriſtian Frjends ; 
the odious and abominable Nature, the, aggra- 
vated Guilt, and the dreadful and even ſhocks 
ing Conſequences of an intemperate 3nd exceſſive 


Uſe of ſtrong Drink have been held up to your. 


View; and I have affectionately. addreſſed myſelf 
to your Children, and thoſe of your Houſhold, 
upon this important Subject—l cannot kelp conclu- 
ding that all Heads of a Families, whether as Pa- 
rents, or Mafters and Miſtreſſes, are deſirous that 
wo aur 
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your Children and Servants ſhould abſtain, and be 
wholly free from that pernictous Vice on which 
we have been diſcourſing—lIt is fo contrary to the 
common Senſe and Reaſon of cvery one; it is ſa 
ſtrongly expoſed, and ſo ſolemnly cautioned a- 
gainſt in the word of God; it has ſuch a pernici- 
ous Tendency, and is followed with ſuch direful 
Effects, that a Man muſt be void of all natural 
Affection, and of all Senſe of Duty, not to be fil. 
led with Concern, even to Anxiety, for the Chi 
dren of his own Bowels, and for others that are 
8 under his Care and Inſpection, leſt they 

ould be initiated, and eſtabliſhed in thoſe Habits 
of drinking ſpirituous Liquors to Exceſs, which 
are followed with ſuch a Train of Evils—I think 
you muſt be ſenſible that it is your Duty to im- 
prove every proper Occaſion to remonſtrate and 
teſtify againſt ſo heinous a Sin, and to put them 
upon their Guard againſt all Temptations to it; 
and to prevent, as much as in you lies their going 
to ſuch Places as unavoidably expoſe them to the 
Allurements and Enticements of thoſe Sons of Li- 
centiouſneſs, who are known to be inclined to Ex. 
ceſs, and who would uſe their Endeavours to intox- 
icate others—But, with what Countenance can you 
exert that Authority which your Father and Maſ- 
ter 1n Heaven hath cloathed you with ? With what 
Aſſurance can you exhort and charge your Chil- 
dren and Servants? Or, with what Propriety or 
Conſiſtency can you ſet before them the Guilt and 
Danger of frequenting Taverns, and other drink- 
ing Houſes, and taking down large Quantities of 
ſpiritous and intoxicating Liquors ; if at the ſame 
Time, your own Practice and Example, ſpeaks 
quite another Language ; and which, if it had its 
full Influence upon them, would be more power- 
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ful and effectual, than all your Admonitions and 
Remonſtrances to the contrary ?--lt was a Practice 
among the antient Spartans (famous for their wiſe 
and — Regulations) in order to deter their 
Children from this deteſtable Vice, to place a Man 


intoxicated with Drink full in their View, when- . 


ever there was an Opportunity for it, however 
unwifh'd for by them! s there a Parent in this 
Aſſembly that is not ſhock'd at the Thought of 
inſtructing his Children in this manner by his 'own 


Example, how effectual ſoever it might poſſibly 


prove ? Should any of you after you have been 
abroad, either at a publick Houſe, allowed by Au- 
thority to vend and retail ſpirituous Liquors, or at 
the Houſe of a Neighbour and Acquaintance, return 
Home, overcome with ſtrong Drink ; unable to give 
ive your Words their full Sound, and yet perhaps be 
ull of Talk; expoſing yourſelves by your Imper. 
tinence and Folly, if not by the Out-breakings of 
the angry and rougher Paſſions, (ſhould no groſſer 


Effects take Place :) What a Figure muſt you make 


in the Eyes of a ſober and virtuous Woman to 
whom you ſtand in the neareſt Relation ? How 
muſt ſhe be affected at ſo melancholly a Spectacle? 
Sometimes caſting her Eyes upon you with an 
Aſpect full of Concerm and Pity, and perhaps ſome 
Mixture of juſt Reſentment ; then upon your Chil- 
dren with Looks full of Grief and Dejection, with 


the Language of the moſt expreflive Silence; un- 


able to utter herſelf cither to you or to them o 
them, what can ſhe ſay, relating to you, but what 
mult at Jeaſt implicitly impeach and cenſure your 
Conduct? and what can the ſay to you that you 
will pay any Regard to, if thoſe very Faculties are 


ſtupified by the Fames of Liquor, which ſhould 
Jenda liſtning Ear to what ſhe might offer with all the 
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Prudence and Tenderneſs that could -veaſonably: 
he expected from one in ſo perplexed a Situation {! 
The Caſe I have now put is melancholly and affect - 
ing i indeed! But un toever it is ſo, there 
is a Su ppoſit ion that ftrikes the Mind more forci- 
bly- and is really more grievous and confounding 
than this—-lt is that of the other Head of the Fa- 
mily being overcharged and diſordered by tlie _ 
ration of ſtrong Drink To ſer a Woman in 
Condition, bac aſide all the Delicacy, Modeſty: 
and Sobriety of her Sex; to far from managing 
her Affairs with the Deſcretion of a good Houſe-wite,; 
that ſhe is unable tu manage them at all!“ Vo tes: 
her diſg gorging her Folly through the want of Re- 
gard to the modeſt Reſerve, which, when properly 
timed, ſets ſo agreable on the Sex—T o fce and to 
hear her venting her Rage or her Vanity, accord: 
ing to the aCendency which different Paſſions may. 
have over her ! To. behold a female Form over- 
ſpread with all the Marks and Tokens that uſually 
attend a Fit of Drankenneſs—her Children around 
her without Direction, without Inſtruction, and: 
calling upon her in vain for the Supplies of daily 
food, or warm and decent Cloathing, which it is 
her Province to prepare and make ſuitable for 
them !—her Huſband non-plas'd, and quite difcon- 
certed, grieved and juſtly offended ! the Religion 
ſhe is a Profeſſar of, (it ho has any,) wounded and 
diſcredited ! her Sex diſgrac'd;: and all that are 

any way connected with her Adee, confe. and- 
ed and quite unhinged ! [7 | 


This is ſuch an . as on : Suppoſition it 
was now before. us, we ſhould turn away our Eyes 
from beholding it as too painful, too ſhocking 
to be endured—And are there not {ame to 

this 
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this Diſcription, at leaſt in part belongs? and does 
it not beget an Abhorrence of Drunkenneſs in the 


Mind ot every one ? And ſhould it not put Parents, 


and every Houſholder upon their Guard, leſt tlie 
Vice which is productive of ſuch doleful Con- 
ſequences ' ſhould inſenſibly get poſſeſſion of them. 


I me therefore © intreat and even charge you 
this Day to uſe all your Influence and to exert, 
all your Authority to keep your Children, and 
thoſe who are placed under your Care“ from ſuch 
Plates as afford a Plenty of the Means of Intem- 
perance, and from ſuch company as will be likely 
to entice and urge them to Exceſs, Whether Ta- 
verns to Drinking (ubs of more private Retirement. 
For Want of ſuch Places of Reſort, being properly 
regulated and 'reſtrain'd, tis to be, feared they 
have proved a Snare, and been fatal to Multitudes— 
What hopeful Youths have been inſnared and rn- 
med: by them ! ruin d, I fay, in Body and Soul in 
Reputation, Health and Eſtate, for Iime and Eter- 
nity It muſt therefore be yaur Concern and En- 
deavour, by every endearing, prudent and prepet 
Method, ſeconded by a worthy and becoming Þx- 
ample, to prevent their going to ſuch places of 
Temptation, and joining in Companionihip with 
fuch Sons of Perdition Had not ſome Parents 
been too remiſs in the important Duty of reſtram- 
ing xheir Children; and others of their Houſfiold, 
and allowed them to be too much at their own 
Diſpoſal, tis probable chere would not be ſo many 
Inftances of young Perſons beitig ſo vacious, and 
ſo much inclin'd: to Exceſs as the re naw are If 
therefore you have the common Feclingsof Humani- 
ty, and much more if you have any parental Affection, 
and Bowels of chriſtian Compaſſibn far the JUN en 
l. odies 
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Bodies of the Children, if you have any Concerrt 
for their Reputation and Uſefulneſs in this World, 
and for their  everlaiting Happineſs in the next; 
keep them from ſuch diſorderly Houſes and from 
aſſociating with thoſe who are known to be given 
to Exceſs—for it will be better for them and leſs 
painful to you to ſee them labouring under the moſt 
grievous outward Affſictions, by the Providence of 
God, than to ſee them frequenting Taverns that in- 
dulge them with as much ſtrong Drink as their 
' diforder'd and craving Appetites may demand - and 
if it is your Duty to prevent your Children from 
frequenting Taverns and drinking to Exceſs, cet- 
tainly you are under Obligation to keep and ab- 
ſtain from them yourſelves— If you are not ſo ea- 
ſily tempted to Exceſs, yet Taverns were never 
deſigned for Town-Dwellers, and the Conſequence 
of your Example may be great; nor, very gene- 
rally ſpeaking, can you have any juſt Plea for be- 
ing in them However you may think yourſelves 
fortified by divine Grace and good Reſolutions ; 
yet if you unneceſſarily go into Places of Tempta- 
tion, you forfeit the Aſſiſtance. of God's Grace, and 
without that, your own Reſolutions, how well ſoe- 
ver you may think yourſelves guarded by them, 
may be overcome—But even ſuppoling divine Re- 
ſtraints ſhould be afforded to you, and you ſhould 
abide by your Reſolutions to avoid Drinking, and 
eſpecially drinking to Exceſs, yet your Example 
may be of ill Conſequence as to others, who may 
not be ſo well fortified as you may think you your- 
ſelves are : For will they not think, if not ſpeak out 
and ſay, *ſuch and ſuch who are accounted Men of 
Sobriety, that make a full Profeſſion of Religion, 
that are reputed Chriſtians, that go to the Sacra- 


ment, that cat and drink at the Table of the Lord, 
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thele go to Tayerns, and ſpend whole: Hours in 
fitting and drinking there; and ſurely, We may 
go as well as they; their Practice and Example will 
juſtify, or at leaſt excuſe us and thus you practi: 
cally encourage and give your Voice for it: and 
they will be naturally led to think that going to 
the, Tabern in the Senfe ! intend is not criminal; 
when Profeſſors of Religion and Church Members 


8 


lead the Way And by this Means you give need: 


lets Occaſion for others to he offended. to ſtumblo 
and fall into Sin — And it you plead the calls of 
Buſineſs which may ſome times, and in ſome parti - 
cular Cafes be juſt, yet if you ſpend a great deal 
more Time on uch Occaſions, than Neceſſity requires: 
and mix and drink with the drunken, what a wound 
do you thereby give to the Chriſtian, Profeſſion? 
And as to going to a Tavern as ſuch for the ſake 
of Company, tis a 1 2 Man has ut Ute of _ 
Saint in him? N | 


Ac Aix, As our Text ant Subj ect 000 6 if nee 
quite naturally lead our, Thou 52 to thoie Places 
where ſtrong Drink is mare plencifully turniſhed, 
and generally more freely. uſed, fo L have: more, 
than once made Mention of Taverns, by which 
I have intended thoſe that are perverted from 
their proper Uſe and Deſigu— Theſe are. one 
great and principal Cauſe of at Exceſs, which o 
many in this Land run into, with Reſpect to drink 
When publick Houſes of Entertainment age con- 
lined to eher original Deſign; When they Ae 
the End for which they were authorized and ap- 
pointed, and are elt to no other Us. they are, 
ſo far from being. a uiſance and of ill Conſe-, 
quence, that they are greatly uſeful and advanta- . 1 
geous—Now, the firſt and main Deſign of their 

+ i being” 


— — 


— =_ — , — — Ah — —  — „ 
2 . r — 
s = =—_ - 


mn 


42 The Nature and ER 


being ſet up, was to accommodate Strangers and 
Travellers, and to prevent private Familtes being 
incommoded and incumber'd, as they otherwite 
undoubtedly would be; when. therefore, I ſpeak 
againſt them, it is to be underſtood of ſuch, and 
only ſuch as are degenerated and altered from the 
firſt and main Deſign and Intention of them, as 
affordirig Entertainment for ſottiſh Neighbours and 
Town Dwellers, who ſpend at Night the Earnings 
of the preceeding Day, and thereby rob! thar Fa. 
milies of the Comforts and Supports of Life To 
Taverns thus perverted from their proper Uſe, 
many of the forementioned ſad Effects of Drunk- 


enneſs in this Land, are owing 3 ſuch: Taverns 


are the Places that are one great, if not the prin- 
eipal Cauſe of Men's becoming Beggars, and that 
deprive their Families of their juſt and! proper 
Livelihood Theſe are the Houſes that deprive Men 
of their Credit and good Name; that lead to acts 
of Uncleanneſs and Contention; to unlawful Play 
and Gaming; to prophaneneſs and Murder, that 


wound and ſtupify the Conſcience; that make 


Men unfit for the Diſcharge of the various Duties 
of Life; for the Service of their Maker, and for 
the Enjoyment of his Favor — Theſe art Houſes 
that endanger Mens Lives and Limbs, their Health 
and Conſtitution ; that encourage them to gratify 
their inſatiable Appetites, and in # Word, deſtroy 


them for this World and the next—May not Thou- 


ſands lift up a C _ them m this World, 
and will not the Blood 1 
ſands ſpeak terrible Things againſt them in that 


which is to come? When they come to Hell, will 
they not as it were rear up themſelves in the bur- 


ning Lake, and cry out you, Nu that way Hes 
of Taverns perverted from their proper D gn: 
-2. | ; 


and Damnation of Thou- 
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and you that were ſellers of ſtrong Drink, we may 
in a great Meaſure impute all this to- We were 
faithfully warned againſt the Sin of Drunkenneſs, 
and plainly told what were and what would be 
the bitter and fatal Conſequences of it ; but you, 
inſtead of denying our unreaſonable Demands 
for Liquor freely vended it to us; and when 
you ſaw us drink to. Exceſs, or had 8 
think we ſhoald abuſe ourſelves, did not with- hold 
it from us, but the more we drank, the greater 


did you ſuppoſe would be your Profits from us, 


and you valued your bom fy <5 24 Intereſt 
more than gur immortal Souls—Now, now we 
Curſe the Day when we firſt knew you; and la- 
ment (tho? in vain) the precious Hours we fpent in 
drinking at your Houſes I have been thus plain 
and engag'd in ſetting forth the dreadful Conſequen- 
ces of trequenting Taverns, andof Vavernsnot regula- 
ted according to the Deſign of their Inſtitution, 
but the contrary, and of Drinking to Exceſs, from 
an carneft Deſire of throwing in my Mite to pre- 
vent their taking Place I moſt ſincerely congra- 
tulate and rejgice with . thoſe whoſe Confciences, 
and whoſe Maker acquit and diſcharge them from 
being thus acceſſary and inſtrumental in the Ru- 
in and DeſtruQjon of any; and hope aad pray that 
wherein their gwn Hearts and the great Judge of 
the World accufe and condemn them, they will 
immediately repent and reform, and that for the 
Time to come, each one will be tortified with Re- 


ſolution, and be enabled by divine Help to fulfill 


it, againſt every Irregularity and Exceſs, and be 


put upon the moſt ſtedfaſt Determination to be 


deaf to the Impottunities of thoſe, whoſe worldly 
Circumſtances, whoſe Families, whoſe Health and 
Conſtitutions will net allow them to ſwallow down 
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great Quantities. of intoxicating Liquors, if theip 
Conſciences are ſo harden d and ſtupiſied as to per- 
mit them; and to give the ſtricteſt Orders to their 
Children and thoſe they employ in their Houſes 
not to be guilty and chargeable in tliis Reſpect— 
Beſides; what has been already offered by way of 
Difluaſion from frequenting Taverns and from hard 
Drinking: — What a pitiful Figure does a Man 
make,. that is often ſeen loitering about, and ſpen- 
ding his Time at any of them Lis at once a Dil- 
grace to him and to the Taverner himſelf whoſe 
Houle he is ſo frequently ſeen at. It is a natural 
and pretty juſt Concluſion, that a Man who is 
known to ſpend much of his Time at a public 
drinking-Houſe, belongs to the Tribe of Tiplers, 
and to ſay the leaſt, that the Tayern-keeper does 
not obſerve the ſtricteſt Regulations -in the cecono- 
ny of his Houſe—add to this, that ſuch Houſes 
are not likely to be yery well accuſtomed ; as the 
Perſons I have been ſpeaking of, are generally bold, 
and afluming, and are apt to puſh themſelves into 
the Company and Converiation of Travellers and 
others, which ſometimes is no ſmall Interruption 
and Ditguit unto them But the Text and Sub: 
Ject we are upon, as well as what has heen already 
mentioned, are ſo far from excuſing, that they lead 
me to form a more particular Addreſs to thoſe of 
you, my Hearers, who are licenſed to keep public 
Houſes of Entertainment, and to vend and retail 
ſpirituous Laquors—lIt cannot eaſily: be ſuppoſed 
that you have not ſqme conſiderable Knowledge of 


thoſe Perions among us, who arg addicted to ex- 
ceſſive Drinking, and that ſpend too much of their 
lime in it. take the ſeveral Towns near us, a5 
well as thoſe in which you dwell, and tis very 


le that you are knowing to moſt, if not all 
probabic Y 3 : of 
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of this Character It is to be ſuppoſed, they too of- 
ten viſit your Houſes and give you no ſmall Trou- 
ble -I would juſt further obſerve to you, that there 
is ſcarce any one Perſon in common Life, if any at 
all, that has ſo great an Influence, either as to be- 
ing ſerviceable, or hurtful to Society or Individu- 
als, as your Employment of Tavern-keeping gives 
Occaſion for you to be As you conduct in that 
particular Department, ſo the morals of many a- 
mong us will be more or leſs affected Suffer we 
therefore, with all the Freedom, that is conſiſtent 


with Decency, and with all that Plainneſs which 


may be uſed, without giving Offence, which! I am 
far from deſigning, Permit me, I ſay, on this Oe- 
calion to put the following Que to you, to 
which I would hope your own Conſciences will he 


able to return favourable Anſwers ; and if they . 


cannot, let whatever Guilt they faſten upon you, 
be immediately repented of, and a differerit Courſe 
reſolved upon; and let your earneſt Supplications 
be offered up to him, who alone can Pardon you, 
and enable you to fulfill fo becoming a Reſolution. 


In the firſt . Place then, do you keep cloſe to 


the original Deſign of your appaintment to this 


Buſineſs, which is almoſt wholly tor the refreſhment 
and Accommodation of thoſe who are journeying, 
and alſo for thoſe who cannot, without great In- 
convenience and Expence, ' tranſact ſome particular 
Kinds of Buſineſs elſewhere, and likewiſe that pri- 


vate Families may not be incommoded by Tra- 


vellers an the Road, eſpecially at unſeaſonable 
Hours f this, I ſay, was the Principle Deſign of 
your being permitted to vend thoſe Articles, and 
to afford that Refreſhment which others are pro- 
hibited, by wiſe and ſalutary Laws of civil 
Authority under pretty ſevere Penalties. BvT 


46 Tue Nature and Effetts 


Bur now, my Friends, If you ſhould ſuſſer 
Town-Dwellers, or thoſe who arc not far from 
their own Homes, whether they be Inhabitants 
of the ſame Ton with you or not; if you 
ſhould permit theſe to lt drinking and carou- 
ſing in your Houſes, and alſo at Games of 
Chance, until Ten or Eleyen o'Clock in the 
Evening, or until the Hour of Midni ght, and 
beyond it, Would you not fruſtrate, > at leaſt 
act quite beſide the Intention. of your being au- 
nas and allowed to keep public Houſes, and 

ervert the Uſe and Defign of them? But this 

not all—Wonld not the Conſequences With 

— to thoſe whom you ſhquld thus indulge 

ery hurtful and pernicious ? Would — 

pl Train of Evils and -Miſchiefs follow fre om an 
Allowance of theſe Things ? Would, there, not 
be a Total neglect of Family Worſhip in the 
Evening, if not in their own Families, which fure- 
ly cannot be ſo ſeriouſſy and compoledly at- 
tended, yet in the Families of thoſe you thus 
entertain, and an unfitneſs for the Performance 
of it in the morning after ſuch exceſſts? an abuſe 
of the Bounties of Providence? A , Waſting 
of the Earnings of the Day, to the Alnjuiy 
and Diſtreſs of almoſt Naked and. Half-ſtarved 
Families at Home ? Miſpending precious Time ? 
Inverting the Order of Nature, turning Night 
into Day ?— Inability to ſatisfy the moſt righte- 
ous Demands of thoſe wha have furniſhed them 
upon Credit with the Neceſſaries of Life for 
their almoſt Periſhing Families? hurting and de- 
ſtroying their bodily Conſtitutians ? enervating 
and Weakening their Minds? indi] poſing and dil- 
enabling them by Degrees for bodily Labor? 
ſowing the ſeeds of various Diſt and Dul- 


orders 
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orders to which the humane Conſtitution is liable 
enough without the Aid of Intemperance ? and: 
{tupitying their Conſciences ? caſting off the fear 
of God ? and ruining their Souls? Theſe and 
ſuch like are Conſequences that naturally follow 
upon perſons, Heads: of Families eſpecially, being 
frequent, and tarrying long at the Tavern and 
Drinking to Excels—New my Friends, can you 
bear the Thought of being in the leaſt ee in- 
ſtrumental of fo many and ſuch dreadful Evils ? 
Should you not, as profeſſing Chriſtians, as Mem- 
bers of civil Society, and as belonging to the ſame 
human Nature, be concern'd and endeavour to 
prevent, as much as in you lies, theſe ſad and calami- 
tous Effects? and is it not in your Power to pre- 
vent many of them ? Does not your own :Obler- 
vation, does net the Obſervation of every one fur- 
niſhius with - Inſtances; more or leis, where: Per- 
ſons Who have begun the World with a confidera- 
ble Patrimony or Jateroſt by Inheritance, aud yet 
in the Courſe of a few- Years have been reduced: 
to the loweſt Poverty, andthe moſt ſturving Cice. 
cumſtarces,' thro! Intemperance and exceſſive Drin- 
king, and thoſe other Viees with vchich it is atten. 
„ and Wiek it naturally Produces-Su¹ĩpoſe 
— own Children ſhould be reduced to/this;; thro? 
the Indilgence- und Allurements o others, 
would it not raiſe the warmeſt Indignation in your 
Breaſts, and draw the ſevereſt Cenlures from you? 
and ſhould not ſueh E in others at they, 
are only ſuppoſce, being i improved as Calitions to 
every one, how they in the leaſt ec ndminiſter 
the Means, or are inſtrumental of ſlich Wretched-: 
neſs and Miſery- ? Surely, it cannot be a ſufficient 
Plea, which 1 have underſtood has been made by 
ſome in this Land, that if they don't furniſh their 
Neighbours 
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Neighbours and others with the Means of Intem< 
perance, there are thoſe that will do it, and that 
therefore it wall be a+, well for them to have the 
Profits of it as others—Now, beſides the extreme 
Selfiſhneſs of this Maxim, let me obſerve to you, 
that it proves too much, and what proves too much 
is allowed by every one prove nothing to the Pur- 

e, which it is deſigned to anſwer : ſor accords 
ing to this way of Argument, if you ſce your 
Naghbour near a dangerous Precipice, and have 
Reaton to think, that if you denot puſh him down 
headlong for the ſake of ſome certain Advantage 
which you. expect to reap by it, anather will do it 
for the ſake of the fame Advantage to himſelf, and 
that therefore you will be excuſable or juſtifiable in 
doing 'it—Every one ſees the Inconcluſiveneſs and 
Falſeneſs of this way of reaſoning ; and it is the 
ſame as to furniſhing thoſe with the Means of 
Intemperance, who, you have all the Reaſon in 
the World to think, will make an ill uſe of them, 
though the bad and fatal Conſequences may not 
be fo ſudden, ſo immediate, and 19, viſible, as in the 
Caſe of a Man's being caſt down a ſteep Place which 
would inevitably andat once putan End to his Life— 
the Difference between thoſe two Caſes being not in 
the kind, but only in the Degree of them Nor 
turther, can you be ſo far ſeperated, by your Bu- 
faneſs as Inn-keepers, from others, from your fel- 
low - Chriſtians, fellow Creatures, and fellow Sub- 
jects, as to have no Concern for them, nor any In- 
tercſt in their Conduct and Behaviqur in the World, 
ſo as to take it upon you to think or to ſay, They 

mult' look” to themſelves, and be accountable for. 
themſelves and their own, Conduct, and that it in 
no Degree belongs to you, becauſe you are detich-. 
ed from them, by your Aſſignment to a en 
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lar Buſineſs and Em ployment—This Reafonivg i is 
alſo built upon a Miſtake: For if they have not 
made à Profeſſion of Religion, and are not thereby 
become viſible Members of the Body of Chriſt, 
which is his Church, and ſo not connected with 
you, by ſpecial religious Bonds, yet they have pre- 
cious and immortal Souls, which are of equal worth 
with yours, the Salvation of which if you have a 
proper Senſe of the Importance of, you will think 
it your Duty to promote as much 28 in you lies; 
beſſdes which, they are your Fellow. Creatures, and 
Members of the ſame Body politic with you: and 
therefore in theſe two Reſet ou are connected 
with” them, and are obliged b y the Ties of Nature, 
and the Bonds of civil Socket), "to revent them as 
much as poſſible from doing themfelyes, and thoſe 
more ge. Une to them any Harm And tho? 
by ſuch a Conduct, you may not only get their IIl- 
Wil, and ſtir up their Reſentments, but alſo fail of 
making thoſe Gains which their Exceſs might af- 
ford you; yet you will have the heart“ felt Satis. 
faction of having done your Duty; and your 
own Conſciences will ſpeak you Peace; all good 
Men will apf:aud your Conduct, and fo will every 
Well Wiſher to civil Society, and to tlioſe very Per- 
ſons themſelves and to their Families: You will 
eſpecially have: the approbation of God, the final 
Judge of all; aud may ſecurely rely on his — 
in the Uſe of other Meins of Subſiſtence, and will 
be likely, to have what you miſs of, this Way, 
more than made up to you, it, upon the whoſe, 
it be heſd for vou— Whereas, on the other Hand, 
if you ſhibuld ever allow. your Houſes to be 17 
verted from their proper and intended Uſe; 
TowmDwellers or others ſhould be permitted EY 
NC by you to eng. that Money which 


they 
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they themſelves, or their Families want for neceſſa- 
ry Uſes : If they are allowed to wafte their preci- 
ous Time, to hurt their Health and perhaps deftroy 
it: If they ſhould conſume their Eſtates, empo- 
veriſh, and almoſt ſtarve their Families, and ruin 
their own Souls, when it is in your Power in a 
great Meaſure, to prevent it would it not be in- 
quired of you, in ſome ſuch Manner as it was of 
Cain © Where is Abel thy Brother? And would you 
be able, or have the Confidence to reply, as hedid, 
by Way of Query, Am Iny Brothers Keeper ? when 
it is a Dictate of Reaſon, as well as the expreſs Lan- 
guague of Scripture, not to be Partakers of other 
Men's Sins, nor to ſuffer Sm upon our Neighbour, 
or Brother 4, not to ſuffer him to be guilty of it, if it 
is in our Power to prevent it; and if not prevent it, 
would you not in this particular Inſtance expoſe 
yourſelves to the Wo and Curſe of God, which is 
expreſsly levelled againſt thoſe (whether Taverners 
or others) who put the Bottle to their Neigh- 
bours Mouth and give him Drink | when it 
was their indiſpenſible Duty to withhold it? And 
would you not be in Danger of being blaſted in 
your Eſtates, by God's righteous Ju* gment upon 
you, in one Way or other ? Would you not alſo 
lay a Foundation for the moſt bitter and cutting 
Reflections in a ſerious Hour, and at the Cloſe of 
Life? and be, in a conſiderable Degree anſwerable 
and accountable to your Lord and theirs in the 
Day of final Reckoning ?—As I am willing to hope 
better Things of you, ſo I have not advanced any 
Thing, by Way of Charge, againſt either of you, 
and have therefore put you upon looking into your- 
ſelves, and over your paſt Conduct; and have ad- 


Tia. f. 22, Lev, 19. 17, 1 Hab. 2. 15. | 
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dreſſed you only in a Way of Query and Suppoſi- 
tion, and left it to your own, Conſciences and Re- 
collection to determine how far, and in what In- 
ſtances you have been culpable in the ſight of God, 
or whether you have been ſo at all; but it cannot 
be amiſs, or out of Character for me, han diſcour- 
ling on the Subject of Drunkennels, to give you: 
a ſolemn Caution and Admonition relating ta it 
| therefore, as my good Friends, and Chriſtian Bre- 
thren warn you againſt the Evils that have been 
enumerated; againſt being concerned and inſtru- 
mental in the leaſt Degree in the Intoxication of 
any, or in the Conſequences that uſually proceed 
from exceſſive Drinking, and the Evils that attend. 
. the Name of God, I warn you again ainſt them, 
as you value his Favor and ——. his Diſpleaſure; 
2 you regard the Peace of your own Minds, and 
have any Concern for the well-Beinig and future 
Salvation of your own Souls; as you — any Con- 
cern for the good of your tellow-Creatures, as to 
their Bodies, and as to their Souls, as to: their Fa- 
milies and as to their Eſtates, and as Members of 
civil Society; yea, if you have any Concern for 
your own outward Proſperity ; I lay, upon all 
theſe Accounts, I warn, I charge you in the Name 
of him who is to be your Judge ; in behalf of the 
Community of which you are Members; in behalt 
of thoſe who are in Danger of being ruined for this 
World and the next, aud on your own Account, 
and with the moſt friendly and benevolent Inten- 
tions towards you and them. I repeatedly charge 
you to prevent to the utmoſt of your Power, the 
Evils that have been mentioned, leſt you be Par- 
takers of other Men's Sins, and in any Meaſure 
become inſtrumental in their ruin both here and 
hereafter—1 am nat inſenſible that no ſmall Dif. 
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culties attend ſuch an Appointment andEmployment 
as yours is; and that great Prudence and the firm- 
eſt Reſolution are neceſſary, eſpecialty at ſome par- 
ticular Times, and when much Importunity, and 
a Number of -plauſible Pleas are made Uſe of to 
work upon you, and to lead you into a Compli- 


-ance with the unreaſonable Defires of thoſe who 


are inclined to Exceſs—But as in moſt' Cafes, you 
will be able to determine what is your Duty; and 
as it is a plain Caſe that Men had better . ſuffer by the 
Want, than by the Abuſe of ſpirttuous Liquors, fo L hape 
you will conduct accordingly—Thus I have — 
addreſſed you in a public Manner; partly becauſe 
your Employment as Inn-keepers is public (your 
Houſes being called public Houſes) and partly that 
others may be put in Mind of your Duty, and 
kindly and prudently remind you of it, as there 
may be Occaſion, and at the fame Time that I may 
not be wanting in Faithfulneſs to you, and alſo to 
expreſs my Regards to you, and Concern for others; 
and as I am far from deſigning the leaſt Offence 
to any, I have endeavoured to avoid all Occaſion. 
for it, and have therefore expreſſed myfelf with as 
much Caution as was Conſiſtent with that Free- 
dom and plainneſs that ſhould not be wanting in 
the Character and Office I ſuſtaim among you. 


I therefore leave what has been offered to your 
ſerious Conſideration, and to the Bleſſing of God 
to make it as Succeſsful, as, I am verily perſuaded, it 
is ſeaſonable and needful. 


To conclude, Lxr the -: habitual - Drunkard 
tremble at the awful Doom that is denounc'd a- 
gainſt thoſe of this Character in the Word of God 
and that awaits them in the future World, if they 

arg 


are finally impenĩtent Perhaps you may now, a8 
it were, thruſt out of your Minds all reflections on 
your Guilt and Danger; and - notwithſtanding 
what has been offered to your Conſideration, con- 
tinue to add Drunkenneis to their yuur after 
ſtrong Drink ; but O, remember: that, as in the; 
next World you will have no eee ee 
to ſtupify your Senſes, fo you will be-routed from 
your preſent State of Inſenſibility and Security: 
and your Conſciences will be armed with Terror 
enough to make you Shudder at the immediate 
Proſpect and Apprehenſion of falling into the Hands 
of that incenſed Being, the Declarations aid Threat - 
nings of whoſe Word, rank Drunkards in the Liſt 
of the greateſt; Offenders, and whoſe Wrath will 
be ſeverely but juſtly diſplayed againſt them in the 
Place of Torment appointed for them. God grant 
that your Repentance and Reformation may pre- 
vent ſuch amazing Doom and Puniſhment—And 
let us all be upon our Guard, while Inhabitants of 
this inſnaring World, and while we carry about 
with us, theſe Bodies of Fleſh, the Appetites of 
which are fo apt to be irregular and to excced their 
popes Bounds; even in things lawful and allowa- 
e—And to our Watchfulneis let us add Prayer to 
God for the Aids of his Grace, without which we 
ſhall fail in a Day of Trial Let us remember that 
the exact Boundaries between Sobriety and Intem- 
ance, are ſo. imperceptable, like the Shades in a 
icture, or the Colours of 2 Rain-Bow, That it is 
difficult preciſely. to determine where the one ends. 
and the other begins; and that therefor> it will be 
the wiſeſt and ſafeſt to keep at a Diſtance from the 
utmoſt Limits, and rathen to refrain e a 
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that may be innocent and law ful, than to go beyond, 
and indulge ourſelves in thoſe that are not ſo. And 
while we exerciſe a proper Caution with Regard to 
ourſelves, let us be as candid and moderate in our 
Cenfures of thoſe, who thro? the Bias of Conſtitu- 
tion (whether natural or early perverted) the Force 
of Temptation, and Inattention to ſome particular 
Circumſtances, (eſpecially when there is an Acci- 
dental Concurrence of ſeveral, and more eſpecially, 
when it is the Effects of the Artful and inſitcli- 
ous Attempts of others) are ſuddenly led into ſome 
of Exceſs, which:they are 16 far from al- 

lowing and indulging, that we have Reaſon to think, 
it is bitterly lamented by them, not onty as diſgrace-: 
ful in the Eyes of Men, but as contrary to their 
own moral Senſe, and offenſive to God, whoſe 
Laws require the ſtricteſt Temperance and Sobrie- 
ty ; and who are therefore far from coming under 
the Character of habitual Drunkards; as candid, 
I fay, and as full of Tenderneſs towards ſuch, as 
the Rules of the Goſpel wilt admit of- And it will 
be better to exceed, and have our Meaſure of 
chriftian Charity and Candor with Regard ta ſuch, 
not only heaped up and preſſed down, but running 
over, than to fall ſhort, and withold more than is 
meet; for this tends to ſuppreſs the compaſſionate 
Feelings of Humanity, and to beget  ſuch'a Hard- 
neſs of Heart as is inconfiſtent with that Generoſi- 
ty, Benevolence and Forgiveneſs, which chriſtiani- | 
ty requires of all its Profeſſors — And this is not 
only agreable to the Laws of chriſtian Charity, but 
of common Juſtice ; and in indeed is no more than 
any one, in a like Situation would think he had a 
reaſonable Claim to—For, how know we, if our 
Conſtitution had been form'd or diſorder'd like 
theirs, and we had been plac'd in the fame 3 
ances 
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ſtances and aflaulted with the ſame Temptations, 
that we ſhould not have fallen, like them, into the 
ſame Snare, however the Practice of drinking to 
Exceſs, and even a ſingle Act of Intemperance may 
be abhorred by us, as it may be by them—At the 
ſame Time, let us remember, that it is of no ſmall 
Importance for every one to obſerve and make as 
exact an Eſtimate as he can, of the Strength both 
of his head and Conſtitution (if not of his Eſtate) 
that he may know what they will bear, without 
being at any Time, in any Degree diforder'd, im- 
paired and injured —For otherwiſe ''a Perſon may 
be of ſuch a Make, and ſo peculiarly circumſtan- 
ced and | tempted, as to be in Danger of being 


overtaken in the Fault cautioned againſt in the 


Text, if not actually led over the dividing Line 
between Sobriety and Intemperance to the Diſho- 
nour of God, the Diſgrace of his Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion, the Grief of his own Mind, and that of 
others Let us alſo be caretul to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween: Temperance as it is a natural, and as it is 
a moral and chriſtian Virtue; and alſo as it is con- 
fined to an Abſtinence from the exceſlive Uſe of 
ſtrong Drink, and as it extends to all thoſe Du- 
ties winch: are included in the general Idea of 
Sobriety —We may be ſtrictly ſober and tempe- 
rate as to Meats and Drinks either from covetouſ- 
neſs, from Motives of worldly Prudence, or from 
2 regular and well-poifed Conſtitution that may 
be ſo far from inclining us to Exceſs this Way, that 
it may rather make us averſe to every Irregulari- 


ty; but let us conſider that we muſt be ſo, from 


Conſcience towards God; and that Humility, 
Contentment, and the Government of all the Paſſi- 
ons of the Mind, as well as Appetites of the Body, 
are no leſs, Branches of that Sobriety which Chriſti- 


anity 
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anity requires of us; and that we are under the fame 
Obligations to practiſe them, as we are to obſerve 
the Rules of Temperance and Moderation in the 
uſe of ſpiritous and intoxicating Liquors Let us 
further Conſidler that the ſame Reaſon and Autho- 
rity that enjoins Sobriety and T e, oblige 
us alſo to the Practice of Righteoufneſs and Piety; 
and that 2 are ever ſo. eminent in our own 
Apprchenſion, and in the Eyes of others, in either 
of theſe ſeparate and apart from the reſt, we | ſhall 
be ſo hantfoltly partial Fs defective in our Obe- 
dience, that our Righteouſheſs or Goodneſs De, 
not exceed that of the antient Scribes and P 
riſces, without which we cannot have Admiſſion 
into the Kingdom of Heaven Let us therefore fon 
to it that we exerciſe a reverential Regard to God 
in all the Duties of Piety, Gratitude and fupreme 
Affection; a conſcientious Regard to the Rules of 
Juſtice, Charity and Benevolence, and eſpecially a 
grateful, confidential and obedient Regard to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his various „ and as 
that divine Perſon, thro! whoſe Mediation, Attone- 
ment and Interceſſion alone, we have any Ground 
to hope for Acceptance with God, in the Ways of 
well doing, and by the Influence. and Aſſiſtance ot 
whoſe Spirit we are enabled to live ſoberly, righ- 
teoully and piouſly in the World Let each of theſe 
have a proper Place and their due Weight and Jin. 
portance with us And may we all be pious and 
temporate, faithful and juſt to the end of Life, 
and finally receive the Rewards of ſuch in the 
World 8 the Merit and Advocady-of! r 
. end en * AEN i 
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